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Assistant Commissioner for Patents 
Washington, DC 20231 

AMENDMENT/REPLY AFTER FINAL UNDER 37 CFR § 1.116 

Dear Sir: — - 

In response to the Office Action dated December 3, 2002, please amend thg 
application as follows and consider the following remarks. 
In the Claims: 
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Please replace claim 1 as follows: 
1 . (Amended) An optical fiber device comprising: 

a housing having a wall, wherein said housing is vacuum drawn arid pressurized with 
a gas to prevent moisture from entering said housing; 

an optical fiber holding tube extending through said wall and having a first end and a 
second end, said first end of said optical fiber holding tube contained in said housing and said 
second end of said optical fiber holding tube located outside of said housing; 

a plurality of optical fibers extending from said first end of said optical fiber holding 
tube to said second end of said optical fiber holding tube without interruption; and 
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